
 

 

 

 

 

 

1.4.2. Local Start-up Financial Assistance 

The Women University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Bagh, is actively supporting the local 

community in initiating financially and socially sustainable businesses. The University extends 

financial assistance and resources that enable individuals to start small-scale ventures, generate 

income, and move towards long-term self-sustainability. Several initiatives were carried out in 

2024, as outlined below: 

Seed Funding through Al-Khidmat Foundation 

In collaboration with NGOs such as Al-Khidmat Foundation, the University contributes to 

programs that provide seed funding (many initiatives such as Islamic microfinance for small 

business, etc.) and financial assistance to local entrepreneurs (Annexes I and II). This support 

is specifically designed to help individuals establish small, community-based businesses. The 

well-documented and transparent system ensures that beneficiaries can use the funds to launch 

initiatives that are both financially viable and socially impactful. 

Support for Al-Jaza Welfare Organization (Disability-Inclusive Enterprises) 

The University provides financial, technical, and educational assistance to the Al-Jaza Welfare 

Organization (Annex III), which empowers persons with disabilities to establish micro-

businesses and sustainable income-generating activities. Support includes providing sewing 

machines, tailoring training, and other small-scale ventures, such as handicrafts. These 

initiatives are directly monitored by Mr. Asif Sudozai, a University employee actively engaged 

with the NGO, ensuring transparency and effective implementation. This assistance promotes 

financial self-reliance and fosters social inclusion through disability-friendly enterprises. 

Free Seed Distribution for Agricultural Micro-Businesses 

Through training seminars and workshops on kitchen gardening and small-scale farming, the 

University distributes free seeds of various vegetables (Annex IV). These initiatives help 

households establish self-sustaining gardening projects, where produce can be used for 

personal consumption or sold in the local market to generate income. This initiative lays the 

foundation for community-led agricultural businesses that support both financial and food 

security. 
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